
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

AGENDA 
 

20 March 2018 
Southborough Mens Club 

7.30pm 
 

 
1 Opening of Meeting 
2 Apologies 
3 Treasurer’s Report 
4 Chairman’s Report 
5 Report on 2017 site – Powder Mill Lane  
6 Election of new Committee 
7 Subscriptions 
8 AOB 
9 Close 

 
  



Chairman’s Report – March 2018 AGM 
1. Honnington Farm 
Report on 2016 Dig has been completed and made available to members via the web-
site. 
Site was potentially a fruit processing area supporting the orchard and linked via 
trackways 
 
2. Powder Mill Lane Site 
 
Main excavation site for SHAAS in 2017, and digging will continue in 2018. Site is part of 
a Georgian and Victorian industrial complex of powder and corn mills, high and low 
temperature forges, all making use of the River Bourne for power. Final phases of the 
site are linked with the building of the railway and Colebrook viaduct in 1845/46 and 
the partial collapse of the viaduct. 
 
The site was used to host the two day Heritage Weekend event in September, and an 
event linked with the National Archaeology week in July. All these events were very 
popular, particularly the Heritage weekend events with more than 50 visitors. 
 
As part of the training aspects of SHAAS, Rosemary Hill has been in charge of recording 
the Site, through sections, plans and also registers of finds and photographs. Rosemary 
has been supported by Simon whose focus has been to complete the context sheets for 
the site. 
 
3. Ridgewaye Allotments  
 
Southborough Town Council made an allotment site available to SHAAS for the purpose 
of running events for local children. SHAAS organised two events, where a series of 1m 
by 1m test pits were created and children were then able to excavate the pits to look for 
artefacts, most of which were related to allotments or domestic activities. 
Southborough Town Council have offered to make another allotment available to SHAAS 
in 2018. 
 
4. Pembury Society 
 
The Pembury Society invited SHAAS to perform a metal detecting survey of part of the 
lower green in Pembury. The area being investigated was a forge supporting a coaching 
Inn, with an associated dwelling for the blacksmith, which is supported by documentary 
evidence including pictures and photographs plus maps of the site. The survey was 
performed in November 2017, with more than 100 coins located, and the results and 
artefacts given to the Pembury Society as agreed. 
 
5. Kent High Weald Trust Activities 
In association with KCC, and supported by a heritage lottery grant 
 
a. Post Mill Geophysical Survey 
SHAAS participated in a Geophysical Survey performed at a site believed to have 
supported a Post Mill, close to Modest Corner in March 2017. The results did not clearly 
identify the Post Mill location due to the nature of the local geology 
 
b. Archaeology Taster / Education Days 
SHAAS organised three events for the public on Southborough Common during the 
summer, where people could try digging, finds processing, surveying and metal 



detecting. These were generally very well received and attended, and three further 
events are planned over the summer of 2018. 
 
c. Sherwood Site 
Discussions were held with KHWT staff following a visit to the Sherwood site which was 
part of the Siemens estate. Many buildings and structural elements are still visible, and 
SHAAS is discussing the possibility of a public archaeology taster event linked with this 
site with KHWT staff. 
 
6. Schools visit 
 
Simon Bamblett has now developed a training suite of finds to allow children and adults 
to explore archaeology. This training has been provided to two schools, plus the 
Chiddingstone WI, and to people attending the archaeology taster days on 
Southborough Common. Further visits are planned for 2018, including a school in 
Pembury. 
 
7. SHAAS Research Group 
 
Di Drummond has started a Research group within SHAAS, which has been very active, 
with support from people including Rosemary Hill, Wil Crittenden and Tony Evans. The 
group has been researching the historical information about the Powder Mill site and 
surrounding area, and Di will provide an overview of the current research as part of the 
Powder Mill Lane site overview. 
 
8. Museum Display Case  
 
Due to strict Health & Safety requirements for the presence of the Display Case in 
Southborough library, the Display Case purchased by SHAAS was not suitable for this 
purpose, and was sold (for exactly the same price that was paid for the case). 
 
9. Local Society & Council Articles 
 
An Article was written for the Southborough Society newsletter, and two articles written 
for the Southborough Town Council newsletter.  
 
10. Young Archaeologist Club 
 
Activities to support young archaeologist in the area have been “put on hold” pending 
resources to organise events for the young archaeologists. If anyone would like to 
organise these activities then please talk with me at the end of the AGM and we will be 
happy to discuss how to make progress. 
 

  



Powder Mill Lane Site Report – March 2018 AGM 
Summary 
 
Site originally identified by WKD Archaeology via some preliminary excavations. 
 
Site is part of a Georgian and Victorian industrial complex of powder and corn mills, 
high and low temperature forges, all making use of the River Bourne for power. The site 
is provisionally linked with a building shown on the 1840 Tithe Map, but the initial 
section of wall is probably Georgian and may represent part of a water wheel, which 
provided power to the building. 
 
Lower Section Trenches 
 
Trench A is the largest trench with a revetment to the North which includes the 
Georgian section of wall, and the material extracted is the river silt deposited over 
several centuries, which has preserved the artefacts in good condition. Finds range from 
Clay pipes, bottles and domestic crockery, through to parts of batteries, railway related 
artefacts, and agricultural tools such as a scythe. Trench A also records slag layers and 
charcoal layers close to the revetment. The changes in colour and texture of the 
extracted soil, plus variations in the density of artefacts, indicates changing conditions 
and also changes in nearby land usage. 
 
Trench E is East of trench A, and was established to investigate the extension of the 
revetment, and also contains part of the cobbled surface which dominates the upper 
trenches.  
 
Trench F is West of trench A, and was established to explore the western continuation 
of the revetment, and also to act as a training trench for visiting clubs and schools 
visitors. 
 
Upper Section Trenches 
 
Trenches B, C and G contain a cobbled surface a few cm below the land surface, with 
local stone and brick fragments, which is too soft to be a courtyard surface, and either 
represents a sub-building layer or is part of the later water management system for the 
viaduct. Trenches C and G were located to explore the extent of the cobbled surface, but 
further test pits will be needed in 2018 to determine the extent of this surface, which 
will then indicate the usage of the cobbled surface. 
 
Trench D is located in the north-east part of the site, and contains domestic (bottles and 
crockery) plus industrial (batteries, Leclanche cell) and railway artefacts. The highest 
section of the trench contain horizontal slabs of concrete sloping slightly down to the 
river to help water run-off, or to provide a hard surface for moving materials to the 
embankment / viaduct. Sections of this trench will be taken to greater depth to 
understand the stratigraphy and usage of the site. 
 
Overall Site 
 
This site is contained within a landscape with powder mills, corn mills, forges (high and 
low temperature), hop processing buildings, and general farm labourer and storage 
buildings. There have been a series of buildings on this site, possibly back to Tudor 
times, with different usages, and the revetment shows layers of slag and cobbles plus the 
section of Georgian brickwork. 



 
During 2018 we need to perform selected deeper excavations to better understand the 
site, and how the surface deposits relate to deeper levels. Some of the finds from the site 
are on display this evening, and we will be happy to discuss these with you. 
Final phases of the site are linked with the building of the railway and Colebrook viaduct 
in 1845/46 and the partial collapse of the viaduct, which resulted in debris falling into 
the site. Aspects of the site, such as the cobbled surface may be a water management 
function to move water away from the embankment. 
 
SHAAS FINANCIAL REPORT – 07/03/17 to 12/02/18 
Financial Summary 
Opening balance                          £342.02 
Credits received during period  £1386.08 
Debits paid during period           £1090.06 
Closing account balance             £638.04 
 
Financial Details 
Credit Details 
• Donations 

       □ Round Table                   £500.00 
       □ Pembury Society           £100.00 
       □ Other                               £76.08 

• Membership fees                     £175.00 

• Refunds (finds case)                £85.00 

• KHWP/STC for archaeology 

taster days x 3                          £450.00       
Total credit amount                   £1386.08 
 
Debit Details 
Site related expenses                 £488.59     comprising - 

• Archaeology tools        

        □ Site Level Kit                  £239.94 
• Site infrastructure 

    □ Provisions                      £21.28 
    □ Equipment etc              £216.46 
    □ Cash float                      £10.91 

Training related costs 
• Research group float    £50.00 

• School visit costs           £82.21 

Website/internet 
• Internet                         £40.70 

• Website                         £122.91 

Supporting costs 
• Insurance                      £305.65 

Total debit amount                    £1090.06 
 

 


