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Minutes of the  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

7.30pm  7 March 2017    

The Imperial, Southborough 

Chairman Tony Palmer 

1 Welcome Tony welcomed everyone to the meeting and started with a 

toast in remembrance of;  

Kathy Pavely 

• Founder of SHAAS and a very prominent member of the Society 

• SHAAS owes a huge debt of gratitude to Kathy for all her effort and support 

• SHAAS deeply regrets her passing and offers any support to her husband, Bill 
 

2 Apologies Received from: Charlie Bell, Jane Clark, Chris Leaning, Wil 

Crittenden, Jonathon Lee, Jane Richardson, Paul Carr. 

 

3 Report on Finery Forge – proposed 2017 season dig Was given by 

Nigel Stapple and is attached. 

 

4 Treasurer’s Report  Tony Palmer 

Accounts from 1st March 2016 to 28th February 2017 

• Balance as of 1st March 2016 was £500.77 

• Donation of £714 from the Tunbridge Wells Round Table 

• Donation of £460 from the East Sussex County Council (Second Phase of 

award) 

• We have applied for £500 from the Tunbridge Wells Round Table for the 

purchase of equipment, notably a Dumpy and associated levelling equipment 

• Membership fees of £435 were collected by Di and later paid into our account 
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• Expenditure was £1,803.25 which comprised: 

o Site Related Expenses of £1,117.61 

▪ Archaeology Tools / Sieve - £740.33 

▪ Geophysical Survey - £200 

▪ Site Infrastructure – Gazebo, Gas Cylinder, Digger Driver - 

£177.28 

o Training Related costs of £302.30 

▪ Training Room hires - £252.30 

▪ Event Speaker Costs - £50 

o Web-Site / Internet costs of £199.15 

▪ Web-site Related costs - £159.91 

▪ Facebook Related costs - £39,24 

o Supporting Costs of £184.19 

▪ Insurance costs - £99.19 

▪ Finds Display Case - £85 

• Closing Balance of £347.02 

• Full Details are available for review and discussion 

• Still banking with the Co-op despite the closure of the local branch 

Rob Favley suggested that SHAAS kept to limited expenditure for the next few 
months until membership and other funds were available. The Kent High Weald 
project has up to £2000 funding that we could access for appropriate equipment if 
required to fulfil our part of the project (ie public engagement/training). 

Bill Pavely offered the use of his toilet tent for the new season. 

There were no further questions/comments 

 

5 Chairman’s Report  Tony Palmer 

▪ Rob Falvey moved to a new Archaeology position in June 2016, and Anthony 

Palmer took over as Acting Chairman for the majority of the past year. 

▪ The Young Archaeologists Club has been put on hold at the moment, and will 

be reviewed again if suitable volunteers are available to run this project 

▪ Dr Gill Draper provided a talk about “A Southborough Case Study: towns and 

early settlement in West Kent” at Salomons Estate, which was promoted in 

association with the Southborough. 

▪ Simon Bamblett has provided two schools visits this year, both of which have 

been a great success, with more planned for the forthcoming year. 

▪ The Open Day at our Honnington Farm excavations was a great success with 

105 visitors to the site during the two days. 

▪ Rob Falvey provided a talk to the Southborough Society to provide an 

overview of the Honnigton farm excavations, and stressed the need to 
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excavate to link the use of geophysical surveys with archaeology buried in the 

ground 

▪ SHAAS is working with the Kent High Weald Partnership and Southborough 

Town Council on a project called “The Secrets of Southborough Common”, 

which is funded by the Heritage Lottery fund. The initial target of the 

investigations is a site near Modest Corner, believed to contain the remains of 

a Post Mill, and a geophysics and metal detecting survey was performed on 

March 4th to identify potential targets within the site. SHAAS will be involved in 

Archaeology Taster Days, where the public will be provided with an 

Introduction to Archaeological techniques linked with practical excavating 

opportunities. Funds have been allocated within the project to support 

SHAAS, with purchasing directed through the High Weald Partnership, and to 

date SHAAS has received a new tent and 2 sturdy tables. 

▪ SHAAS purchased a former museum display case to show finds in 

Southborough library, and we will shortly be in a position to install and stock 

the display case 

▪ SHAAS is arranging a family event at the Southborough Yew Tree Road 

allotments on the 19th March, where children (with adults) will be allowed to 

excavate small trenches to located finds, and will be supervised by SHAAS 

staff. 

▪ SHAAS planned to hold another quiz night at the Imperial, but due to a lack of 

commitments from members and the public, we had to postpone this event. 

▪ John Turley ran two Metal Detecting workshops on Chris Leanings land 

during the summer and autumn, which proved to be very popular 

▪ Andrew Mayfield was due to visit SHAAS last year to advise us on Community 

Archaeology procedures and goals, but his funding was cancelled and hence 

he was unable to visit with us 

▪ SHAAS have been in discussions with the Pembury Society regarding 

potential survey work in Pembury, but these discussions are still at an early 

stage. 

▪ SHAAS and WKD Archaeology have agreed to work in co-operation, though 

still as independent groups to help to develop the known archaeology of the 

Southborough valley. 

Jenny Burgess has offered to help Simon with any further school visits. 
 
Andrew Mayfield has offered the use of his magnatrometer with appropriate training 
for SHAAS members. Training would probably be held near Cobham.  
 
2017 Season  this would start in the second part of April 
It has been agreed that the Finery Forge would be the primary dig this season with 
specific days to explore the Post Mill site on Southborough Common. 
We would dig on Sundays only unless another site director was available or we had 
a prearranged event. 
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Rob suggested that recording processes were simplified by using photography and 
simpler context sheets. The aim would be to keep the recording accurate but still 
enjoy the digging. Rosemary volunteered to be the lead in site recording and 
paperwork. Di offered to help.  
Tony will take the lead in communicating with Chris Leaning, owner of the Finery 
Forge site, and would also keep Nigel Stapple informed. 
 
Rob complimented SHAAS on completing two digs over the last two years.  
 

6 Honnington Farm Tony Palmer 

▪ Many thanks to Ann and Sheridan for their support with our excavations, 

particularly as we were digging in their primary paddock for holding horses. 

▪ Following a geophysical survey completed in two phases, a rectangular 

structure was identified, and selected as the site of our excavations in 2016. 

From Desktop research, the excavation site was located on the edge of a 

former orchard, close to an important trackway, currently leading from the 

Barnardo’s school site down to the Honnington Farm site. 

▪ Three primary trenches opened, two by hand and one by machine. 

▪ Excavations revealed levels of Victorian and Edwardian rubble, with limited 

evidence for earlier structures, though post holes, pits and an uneven ancient 

erosional surface showed that the site had a long potential history. 

▪ The geophysical response was probably linked with the Victorian demolition 

rubble which contained some magnetic materials, plus the local geology, in 

the form of Pyrolusite nodules associated with the early Cretaceous Wadhurst 

formation. The Wadhurst formation includes flat stones which initially 

suggested human intervention, but were finally concluded to be natural stone 

formations. 

▪ A series of test pits were dug at 2m intervals in all orientations for 10m – 20m 

from the three primary trenches in order to define the edge of the site, and the 

limits of the Victorian and Edwardian rubble matched the extent of the 

geophysical anomaly. 

▪ An exploratory trench was dug from the South West corner of trench A to 

include the edge of the site, plus the hedge boundary and the path, and there 

was no evidence of a ditch defining the site, but there was some evidence for 

the hedge and the pathway through the changing nature of the soil in the 

trench 

▪ A possible use of the site was for collecting and processing fruit from the 

Orchard, for transport along the trackway, and then by cart to Tonbridge for a 

train journey to the markets in London. As a fruit collection site, this would 

have been a wooden structure, leaving little remains, to be located, but fits 

with the local terrain, orchard industry and the development of the railways. 
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▪ John Turley found a Medallion of the second wife of the Emperor Napoleon 

during his metal detecting survey, and will be pleased to show you this 

medallion and the associated text and information during a break today. 

▪ The site report is currently being written and linked with the results of the 

Metal Detecting survey. 

▪ The site was backfilled after the excavation. From the Geophysics and LIDAR 

survey, there may be other more ancient features shown in this field, which 

could be excavated at a future time, given the help from the owners. 

▪ SHAAS has learnt a positive lesson from this summer’s excavation, and that 

although the dig did not provide the anticipated evidence of structural 

remains, the group learnt a lesson about the interpretation of geophysical 

surveys, and the importance of local geology to create the rock structures and 

the evolution of the geology to create new rock formations. 

Rob and Tony are to finalise a formal report for the records 

 

7 Election of 2017 Committee 

Current Committee 
Chairman – Rob Falvey (Acting Chairman – Anthony Palmer) 
Vice-Chairman – Simon Bamblett 
Honorary Secretary – Jane Clark 
Honorary Treasurer – Anthony Palmer 
Community Engagement Officer – Jonathon Lee 
Membership Secretary – Di Drummond 
Head of Metal Detecting Group – John Turley 
Young Archaeologist Club Liaison – Charlie Bell 
 
2017 Committee Elected 
Chairman  Tony Palmer  

proposed by John Turley seconded by Rob Falvey 
Vice-Chairman  Rob Favley  

proposed by Tony Palmer seconded by Simon Bamblett  
Honorary Secretary  Di Drummond, to include Membership Secretary  

proposed by Tony Palmer  seconded by Bill Paveley  
Honorary Treasurer  Jenny Neller  

proposed by Tony Palmer seconded by Rosemary Hill  
Community Engagement Officer Simon Bamblett   

proposed by Bill Pavely  seconded by Jenny Burgess 
Head of Metal Detecting Group  John Turley   

proposed by Tony Palmer seconded by Tony Evans  
 

Volunteers for the following roles were filled by: 
Community Engagement Deputy Jenny Burgess 
Metal Detecting Group Deputy  Mick Sawyer 
Social Events    Bill Pavely, Emma Porter 
Finds Processing/Site recording Rosemary Hill, Di Drummond 
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Trench Coordinator   Simon Bamblett 
Research     Jenny Burgess, Emma Porter 
Photography    Rick Leslie 
Website      Rob Favley 
Social Media    Simon Bamblett, Di Drummond 
PC Consultant    Rick Leslie  
Publicity and marketing   volunteer needed 
 

8 Subscriptions 

Proposal is to maintain 2016 level of subscriptions 

• £5 for an individual member 

• £10 for a family membership 

9 AOB 
Website Mick asked about updating the Members Page. After discussion it was 
agreed to keep this page and to simplify the website so that it could be easily and 
regularly updated. A new Members password would be issued soon. Rob agreed to 
do this. 
Allotments Dig This needed to be advertised more widely. Simon has taken 
posters round the area. A team would meet the previous Sunday to mark out the 
site. Arrangements were made to pick up relevant equipment. 
Finds Case in Southborough Library  This needs to look professional and 
advertised widely in the press when installed. It was proving difficult to get a table on 
which to place the museum case. 
 

10 Close  The meeting closed approx. 9pm 

 


